
TOWN OF MIDDLETOWN
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

OCTOBER 14, 2025 | 7:09 P.M.

The Town of Middletown Town Council meeting was held in the council chambers located at 7875
Church Street, Middletown VA on October 14, 2025 at 7:09 p.m.

Town Council Present
Mayor Charles Harbaugh IV
Councilor Carolyn Aliff
Vice Mayor Jeffrey Pennington
Councilor Jessica Chekaldin
Councilor Diane Newman
Councilor Jacob Skeith
Councilor George Smith

Staff Present
Town Manager & Public Works Superintendent Les Morefield
Town Treasurer Keith Smith
Town Clerk Christina Smith
Senior Planner NSVRC, Amanda Kerns

1. Set Agenda
Mayor Harbaugh asked for a motion to set the agenda. Councilor Newman made a motion to set
the agenda. Councilor Skeith seconded the motion. All Councilors were in favor and the agenda
was set.

2. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
Mayor Harbaugh asked for a motion to approve the Town Council minutes from September 8,
2025. Councilor Pennington made a motion to approve the minutes. Councilor Skeith seconded
the motion. All Councilors were in favor and the minutes were approved.

3. Citizen Comments (3 minutes per person per meeting – max 30 minutes)
No citizen comments.

4. Report of the Personnel & Finance Committee
Councilor Skeith made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Councilor Aliff seconded the
motion. Mayor Harbaugh asked for a roll call vote.

Councilor Aliff – Yes Councilor Newman-Shannon – Yes
Councilor Chekaldin – Yes Councilor Skeith – Yes
Councilor Pennington – Yes Councilor Smith – Yes

Motion carried 6-0



5. Report of the Public Works Committee and Facilities Committee
Councilor Aliff made a motion to approve the MOU between the Town of Middletown, Frederick
County Sanitation Authority and Middletown Properties, LLC. regarding Water and Sewer Service
to Middletown Properties, LLC. Councilor Newman-Shannon seconded the motion. Mayor
Harbaugh asked for a roll call vote.

Councilor Aliff – Yes Councilor Newman-Shannon – Yes
Councilor Chekaldin – Yes Councilor Skeith – Yes
Councilor Pennington – Yes Councilor Smith – Yes

Motion carried 6-0

6. Report of Public Safety Committee
Councilor Pennington stated calls for service are in the packet and that we responded to 301
calls. He also stated that Chief Benedict Jr. was healing well from the incident.

7. Report of the Ordinance Committee
Councilor Newman-Shannon made a motion to approve “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER 3 (“ANIMALS AND FOWL”), 3-7: UNREASONABLE ANIMAL NOISE.”
Councilor Aliff seconded the motion. Mayor Harbaugh asked for a roll call vote.

Councilor Aliff – Yes Councilor Newman-Shannon – Yes
Councilor Chekaldin – Yes Councilor Skeith – Yes
Councilor Pennington – Yes Councilor Smith – Yes

Motion carried 6-0

8. Report of the Planning and Zoning Committee
Councilor Smith made a motion to approve an “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE I
(DEFINITIONS) AND ARTICLE II (DISTRICT REGULATIONS) OF THE MIDDLETOWN
ZONING ORDINANCE TO ADD DEFINITIONS RELATED TO AUTOMOTIVE SALES AND
ASSOCIATED SERVICE USES, GASOLINE SERVICE STATIONS, REMOVE
CONFLICTING DEFINITIONS, AND REVISE AUTOMOTIVE-RELATED USES TO
CORRELATE WITH NEW DEFINITIONS.” Councilor Aliff seconded the motion. Mayor
Harbaugh asked for a roll call vote.

Councilor Aliff – Yes Councilor Newman-Shannon – Yes
Councilor Chekaldin – Yes Councilor Skeith – Yes
Councilor Pennington – Yes Councilor Smith – Yes

Motion carried 6-0



9. Report of Special Committees
Mayor Harbaugh shared that 24 trees have been planted throughout town. The Department of
Forestry grant in the amount of $6,500 covered the expense of the trees. Mayor
Harbaugh also announced that the Battle of Church Street will take place on Friday October 17,
2025 at 5:30 p.m. in which a German film crew will be here to film. Lighting of Luminaries will
take place on Saturday October 18, 2025 at dusk on Main Street. The Cedar Creek Battlefield will
host their annual reenactment over the weekend as well.

10. New or Unfinished Business
Mayor Harbaugh set the Work Session meeting for November 3, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m.

11. Petitions and Communication
Employees will hold a chili cook-off on Friday October 31, 2025 at town hall.

12. Adjournment
Mayor Harbaugh adjourned the town council meeting at 7:17 p.m.

_____________________________ _______________________________
Christina Smith Charles Harbaugh IV
Municipal Clerk Mayor


